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the last question will before long press again for
attention. The very variety of opinion which, as
I pointed out in the last Essay, prevails among
politicians of every party colour as to the mode
in which the legal power of the House of Lords
> should be exercised, is an earnest of a controversy
.soon to be revived ; and indeed the mere demand for
continuous important legislation will soon force into
notice so great an addition to the supply as the
reform of the Upper House. The quarrel which
raged for a while on platforms and in the newspapers
threw up a great number of suggestions for change,
out of which very few were worthy of consideration.
They varied from a proposal to dispense altogether
with a Second Chamber to proposals for a Chamber of
Peers nominated for life ; proposals for empowering
the Crown to select a limited number of Peers out
of the present body for service in each Parliament;
proposals for giving to the entire present House of
Lords the right to elect this limited number ; proposals
for a Second Chamber of experienced executive officers,
and proposals for a Senate to which the Local Govern-
ment Circles (as yet unformed) should furnish consti-
tuencies. But, amid these loose guesses at a reasonable
solution of a great question, there was much language
employed which seemed to me to betray serious mis-
conception of the nature of a Second or Upper House,
and these opinions merit some consideration.
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